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	Time to change to a browser other than Internet Explorer?

Internet Explorer (IE) is still vulnerable to attacks, but less so than in the past as Microsoft has made many improvements to avoid attacks.. In this case attack means that some code in Internet Explorer opens your computer so that other people can access it and make you vulnerable to spam and viruses.

What browser?
If Internet Explorer has just gotten too dangerous for everyday use for you, you can move to a different browser. There are three browsers that most analysts mention and most computer professionals recommend: Mozilla Firefox, Opera and Google’s Chrome. Many analysts still like Firefox as their best choice and Google’s Chrome is still the fastest browser around. A recent PC Magazine article recommended Firefox as the browser to use. It is by far faster to load than the others and has a [image: image3.wmf]nice and clean. All browsers today have the ability to use tabs. (Tabs=keeping several internet sites open at the same time and getting to them by clicking on a tab at the top of the screen). The tab function is incredibly useful for those who do a lot of internet research. 
We have tried several of these because of the security issues in IE and also because IE was getting very slow. My personal pick for an IE replacement is Mozilla Firefox. It's free, so you can't argue with the 
price. It's also open source, which I believe makes it more likely to be secure than other, proprietary browsers. You can get it here. Opera is also a very nice browser. I have to mention it because it was developed in Norway(. Opera has developed a very nice app for smart phones called Opera Mini which you can download to your phone on their web site.
The short of it

Microsoft's Internet Explorer, which comes preinstalled on your computer, in version 7 or 8 these days, has improved a lot the past few years but might not protect you adequately against viruses and spam of all kinds. I recommend you check out some other browsers. My current pick is Google’s Chrome although I use Firefox some of the time. I use Opera mini for my smart phone.

Material from eWeek, PC Magazine, TechRepublic was used in this article.

	To Catch a Phish

Phishing is the name given to malicious email that tries to make you give up your personal information.

How: You receive a phishing e-mail notifying you that the NCUA (National Credit Union Administration) Account Review Department has discovered a problem with your Credit Union Account. Which Credit Union? Which Account? The e-mail doesn't say, but clicking on the "Click Here..." link takes you to the phishing web site. Here the user is asked to provide the phisher with account information. In the next page, you can see that the phisher gives you the ability to select the Credit Union to which you belong. This data might be useful for a customized phishing attack at a later date. The most usual phishing attacks are from phishers claming to be your bank, your credit card company or on-line payment services such as PayPal.

What to do? If you receive a message concerning your bank or credit union account you should always go directly to the bank or credit union's web site to log in and check your account. Even better, give them a call -- remember to look up the phone number from your records and don't call the number listed in the e-mail.



	Spyware Revisited

Spyware, adware and malware are not giving up on you. Every day you are very likely to be infected with one of these programs even though you are taking all kinds of precautions. Now that most people have anti virus software installed, viruses can come through spyware and unless you have a spyware scanner running all the time, you might be at risk. And unfortunately, you still might be at risk. 

Recommendations:

Keep your anti virus up to date and schedule it to run every day.
Have a firewall installed on each computer in your organization; Windows Firewall is good for most computers, but you might want to use another one like one that is a part of a combined security package like Norton or AVG.
Install Microsoft’s Security Essentials or adaware anti-adware or both. Both tool runs automatically, but you need more than one program because one might not do enough to cover you. 



	Global Executives Working Longer

Executive Recruiter News reports that in a poll by Korn/Ferry International, 44% of almost 2,000 global executives surveyed plan to work beyond the age of 64, with 15% planning to work past age 70. "The economic downturn of the past several years has put strains on the retirement savings of all types of employees, including executives," says Charles W.B. Wardell III, managing director and head of Northeast region operations in the U.S. He also believes that they are postponing retirement because "The baby boomer generation is known for it's work ethic - and many are simply not ready to slow down, especially as the average life span continues to increase." Later retirement will provide organizations with opportunities to leverage senior talent and migrate institutional knowledge to younger employees. 
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